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May 28, 2020 

 

 

Dear Catholic School Families, 

 

It is my sincere hope that this communication finds you and your families safe and in good health.  

 

As stated in a previous message, we are planning a return to school at our traditional time in early fall. 

Our priority is to ensure that our students, teachers and staff can confidently return to a safe and healthy 

campus that is conducive to learning, work, and faith formation. To that end, we are developing plans 

that reflect the results of the Diocesan Parent Survey and that also adhere to the health standards and 

physical distancing protocols we anticipate being recommended by the California Department of 

Education and the Health Departments of San Diego and Imperial Counties. 

 

As soon as we receive guidance from State and County health experts, we will be in a position to finalize 

our plans. 

 

Thank you to all parents who completed our Diocesan Parent Survey. We received a tremendous 

response from you. Please know that your feedback has assisted us in identifying priorities for our 

Catholic school families, and this will shape our plans moving forward. While the Diocesan Office for 

Schools team has compiled and analyzed the data from our parent survey, our teacher and principal 

survey responses are still open and being processed. A final report of our survey findings will be sent to 

you soon, along with information on what to expect as we re-open our Catholic schools. 

 

From parent concerns expressed in the survey emerged the following trends: 

 Health, safety, and sanitation protocols need to be in place (e.g., CDC guidance, temperature 

screening, hand washing, alternative schedules, social distancing were most often referenced). 

 Tuition remains a concern for many families. For some it is a matter of affordability, and for 

others, it is a question of value. 

 Loss of learning and social-emotional health need to be monitored and addressed. If we can’t be 

100% on campus, then balance live instruction with remote learning for meaningful engagement, 

faith development, and healthy socialization. 

 Communicate progress on the re-open plan, and then provide assistance to teachers, students and 

their families in areas such as using technology platforms, sanitation protocols, etc. 

 We need a family-friendly schedule and balanced workload for kids and working parents. 

Included in this concern: there should be set minimum expectations for all schools (e.g., essential 

standards); monitor workloads for being “too much” or “too little”; provide aftercare for working 

families. 

 

We understand that families want to know as soon as possible what next year will look like. Your school 

will share more detailed information as soon as they can, and they are working hard to prepare those 

plans. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
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As this most extraordinary school year comes to a close, we’ve witnessed equally extraordinary 

commitment on the part of our Catholic schools and Catholic school families to ensure the continuation 

of faith and learning for our children despite a societal shutdown. To our students, parents, teachers, 

administrators and pastors, thank you for being “Church” when Church has mattered most. 

 

We promise to keep you informed as these plans evolve.  

 

May Christ, the Good Shepherd, continue to companion and protect you and your family.  

 

In Mission,  

 

 
 

John Galvan 

Director, Office for Schools  

 

cc: School Pastor, Principal, Bookkeeper         

          


